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"Know thyself," admonishes the Oracle of Delphi. How? And why? 

No answer stands still enough for me catch it; there is no knowledge that I can trust. I may have 
faith that I live, and that I am an individual, a less-than-subatomic particle, floating within the cosmos. The 
universe is not the beginning, though. The source is Creation, which made Truth. Truth is the being of our 
universe. Our universe lives in a daunting cycle of relationships, and Truth maintains it all. Truth contains 
all laws of science, the good and evil that transcend human manipulation, the melding of the real and the 
fantasy, all that is absolute, that which is perfect in its own nature and never changes. Truth is asymptotic, 
ideal knowledge which our universe never reaches. Humanity may strive for it. As we stretch toward Truth, 
what exactly is the universe doing? What exactly is going on in our universe? What is the "life" it 
experiences? 

Let's begin with what we have: 

In our immediate purview, the universe consists of objects (or, matter), and all these objects have 
energy. Antiparticles, particles which move backwards in time, have the same appearance as an 
oppositely-charged particle moving forwards through time. 1 All particles have corresponding antiparticles; 
when the two meet "annihilation" occurs. 2 The annihilation destroys the two, but leaves something else. 
The result of annihilation is "high energy radiation." 3 Then, you have a new particle and antiparticle come 
into being, thanks to annihilation. 4 

This is verifiably real about our universe. This is some part of Truth. But, is the universe filled with 
objects alone? Newton's Third Law, that every reaction has an equal and opposite reaction, reveals a 
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universe in which all forces contend with opposition, often seeming as pairs locked in eternal conflict and 
contradiction. Ideas exist within our universe too, end of story. They are subject to the processes of Truth. 
They are never human invention. Furthermore, ideas and individual consciousnesses travel through the 
universe, through eternity, until they happen to find each other. 

Dialectic is inevitable. 5 Hegel's famous dialectic (thesis-antithesis-synthesis model) often is 
understood in the wrong way. It is the methodology of forgiveness (openness to see and love humanity). 
The concrete, human world is unable to resolve contradiction; this observation is an unfortunate part of 
our reality. 6 The thesis and antithesis are not absolute in differences; they contain facets of each other, 
and can interact to absorb each other. 7 Humanity violates itself when trying to dismiss the contradictions, 
though, we must embrace all sides of ourselves. 8 Hegel stated that spirit alone could stand contradiction, 
and only spirit could devise a way to reconcile it. 9 Truth lies in the realm of the conceptual; truth is 
reflected in the real world as a manifestation which "corresponds" to the concept. 10 Synthesis is about 
unifying (within a non-charged state) that which is divided and/or "diverse," those opposing forces (which 
we assume are set-in-stone). 11 Extensive insight into the crux of concepts results in synthesis; no concept 
is so fixed and permanent in its own nature. 12 Real thought and knowledge of the concept leads to the 
synthesis. 13 The energy, the synthesis, so delicate and minute, are hidden. The new particle and 
antiparticle are so hard to identify, and understand. 
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Hegel postulated as a man trying to understand how to make the world better through 
forgiveness of himself, others, and even the supernatural. Hegel saw the problem as rooted in human 
imbalanced choice of a thesis, or its antithesis, without the other. Humans could not choose one side of 
themselves completely at the expense of the other. Hegel knew that the extremism of absolutist France's 
Catholicism, and its anti, expressed in the Cult of the Supreme Being during the French Revolution, were 
reflections of the passion and reason within men. Hegel assumed that the thesis and antithesis were 
reason and passion. But, what if the antinomy were something else, something lurking even further 
beneath? What lies behind the contest between reason and passion, which is scarcely identified and 
understood by humans? Could it be that these antinomies identified by Hegel are driven by forces behind 
them? This driving force is the enemy of Truth. These antinomies also evolve over time; they find new 
ways, within human life, to express themselves. Humanity is dynamic, and our world changes constantly; 
any small advancement, a tiny modification, becomes a catalyst to chain reactions within the many 
paradoxes of human life. 

Struggling through our own contradictions, our abilities to create and to destroy, humanity lies 
prostrate in its mistakes. Its virtues are like tears falling from suppliant eyes, tiny hopes for forgiveness. 
Our lives are promises to sin no more. Perhaps we should be more responsible when committing 
ourselves, and future generations, to ideas; we should try to draw as close to Truth as we can, and avoid 
false beliefs to fester in our minds, leaving them to punish posterity? All hope is not lost, I suppose. What 
good is history if the individual fails to allow it to enter his mind, heart, soul and agency? Dialectic, if 
understood as similar to the collision of a particle and antiparticle, can result in new ideas. Active pursuit 
of dialectic is crucial. But, the conscious application of this phenomenon must be undertaken carefully. 
This work involves finding the true nature of the idea, and working with its true anti in order to find new 


conceptual bases for human action. Think of the problems we could solve with new conceptual bases! 
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But, we must be cognizant of the dangers of dialectic, at the same time. The true nature of the 
idea is hard to find, let alone its anti. Hegel was right about contradictory qualities of humanity, and that 
the antinomy is to be embraced. The cause of the conflict may be a problem, some insidious falsehood, 
some denial of Truth, confusing and distracting us, preventing the embrace. We need to find the anti of 
the false belief. Meanwhile, the idea and its anti must function as a particle and an antiparticle, or the 
dialectic is doomed to failure. Application of faulty anti's (to the false belief) may result in disaster. Look 
at the failures of a variety of human policies throughout the ages! No change in law, social convention, 
cultural Zeitgeists, economic strategies, political systems, infrastructures, technologies ever corrects the 
wrongs wrought by human frailties. These changes are never anti's to the untruthful concepts at the roots 
of our troubles. We are mistaken if we believe that changes in our lives can provide solutions. Often, these 
changes are temporary fixes, and the battles escalate in unforeseen ways. The faulty anti, the misleading 
solution to the untruthful belief, is truly dangerous; it leads to complacency in the best of cases, 
destruction in the worst. 

Untruthfulness, once accepted and maintained over generations, so ingrained in all parts of our 
lives, is a hydra which grows bigger and stronger as we fight. There is a way to destroy it, but it will not be 
obvious. It will take cunning. Finding the real way to kill this hydra (the anti of the lie) is a formidable task. 
Once found, this anti will need development in order to grow strong enough to fight (as so little antimatter 
exists in our universe). Everything exists because some force remains in greater quantity than the others. 
Thus, the anti will need time and space to become effective. Affecting dialectic is nearly impossible, and 
putting it into action is even harder. Dialectic cannot undo the past. And we must know that undoing the 
past is undesirable. We leave open the possibility that the mistakes of the past will be repeated more than 
ever when we try to erase what has happened! 

All of it: practical, theoretical, ideal, and imperfect, pulled together and reconciled. Reconciliation 


of opposing forces may propel humanity closer to Truth. The individual must accomplish this within 
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himself, and bring his new knowledge to others. Find the particle of Truth within each of us, and the 
universe is better for it. A slow process, but worthwhile. When we merge into Truth, this is the triumph 
of Creation. Creation smiles. 



